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Amended 1/13/15


Introduced by Council Members Schellenberg and Yarborough & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Anderson, Bishop, Boyer, Brown, Clark, Crescimbeni, Daniels, Gaffney, Gulliford, Holt, Jones, Joost, Lee, Love, Lumb and Redman and amended on the Floor of Council:
RESOLUTION 2015-45-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN OF OUR POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS FOR THEIR VALOR AND SACRIFICES IN THE LINE OF DUTY IN  OUR COMMUNITIES AND CITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, sadly, we are currently living in turbulent times; strife and discord are tearing at the very fabric of our country, our cities and our communities; and

WHEREAS, thankfully, the men and women in the ranks that constitute our police and fire departments are devoted as ever in their professional commitment to public safety; in protecting the public, their own safety is often at risk; the recent, tragic loss of two police officers in New York City, felled in the line of duty, is a sad commentary; the hushed silence of the thousands in blue that amassed to pay tribute to their fallen comrades spoke volumes; we recognize their valor, mourn their loss and pray for their loved ones; and

WHEREAS,
like our schools, churches, businesses, cultural institutions and recreational facilities, our law enforcement community and first responders are primary components of a secure, stable community; and
WHEREAS,
we live in a time when issues are often divisive, where rancor is often pronounced, where invective pervades the public square; a just society provides for healthy discourse and differences of opinion; Americans have always held sacred the freedoms of assembly and speech; we are indebted to law enforcement and first responders who are always there to see that those freedoms are intact and available to all; and

WHEREAS,
the men and women who fill the ranks of the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department are dedicated, professional, first-rate first responders committed to the safety and well-being of their fellow citizens in our community; though often sounding trite, these men and women put their lives on the line on a daily basis in their professional service to our neighborhoods and City and we do not acknowledge their sacrifices and thank them nearly enough; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend the brave men and women of our Police and Fire Departments for their valor and sacrifices in the line of duty in our communities, cities and across the country and wish them Godspeed in their service in the days ahead.






Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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